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Early Years Policy 

Introduction 

The Early Years Foundations Stage (EYFS) applies to children from birth to the 

end of the Reception year. Children at St Alban’s join the Reception class in 

the year that they turn five years old.  

 

Through a strong partnership with parents and carers, we aim to provide a rich 

learning environment that is happy, loving, warm, stimulating and safe. Our 

children will be stimulated and nurtured to become competent, confident, 

independent and co-operative learners, who feel supported to take risks and 

explore their own learning. We value all children’s cultural inheritance and 

diversity of language.  We also aim to develop the whole child; socially, 

emotionally, creatively, physically, academically and spiritually in an 

environment that is safe, calm and challenging. Parental involvement is crucial 

in enabling us to reach our aims and is encouraged both in and outside the EY 

environment. 

 

 

A Unique Child 

We recognise that every child is a competent learner who can be resilient, 

capable, confident and self-assured. We recognise that children develop in 

individual ways, at varying rates. Children’s attitudes and dispositions to 

learning are influenced by feedback from others; we use positive praise and 

encouragement, as well as celebration/ sharing assemblies and our ‘Stay on 

Green’ behaviour policy, to encourage children to develop a positive attitude 

to learning. 

 

The Early Years Curriculum 

At St Alban’s Catholic Primary School we provide a dynamic programme of 

learning and development, focusing on the seven areas of learning and 

development in the ‘Development Matters in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage’. These areas are: 

 

 

 

 

Prime areas: 
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• Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

• Communication and Language 

• Physical Development 

 

Specific areas: 

• Literacy 

• Mathematics 

• Understanding the World 

• Expressive Arts and Design 

Within each area of learning in the Early Years Foundation Stage there are Early 

Learning Goals which are the knowledge, skills and understanding which the 

children are expected to achieve by the end of Reception. None of the areas 

of Learning and Development can be delivered in isolation from the others. 

These are all of equal importance and delivered through planned, purposeful 

play, with a balance of adult-led and child initiated activities. We also look at 

the individual child through the characteristics of an effective learner which 

underpin the planning and teaching across all areas of learning: Playing and 

Exploring (engagement), Active Learning (motivation), Creating and Thinking 

Critically (thinking). 

 

Active Learning through Play 

 

At St Alban’s Catholic Primary School we recognise that young children learn 

best when they are active. We understand that active learning involves other 

people, objects, ideas and events that engage and involve children for 

sustained periods. Therefore, we believe that Early Years education should be 

as practical as possible and our Early Years setting has an ethos of learning 

through play. 

 

We recognise the importance of children’s play. It is an essential and rich part 

of their learning process, supporting them in all areas of development. Play is 

a powerful motivator encouraging children to be creative and to develop their 

ideas, understanding and language.  

Play is also flexible and able to suit the preferred learning style of the child. It 

can provide multiple ways for children to learn a variety of different skills and 

concepts. 

 

In the Early Years setting at St Alban’s Catholic Primary School, practitioners 

provide both structured and unstructured play opportunities inside and 
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outside. These activities are designed to engage children in practical, first-

hand experiences which will support children to discover, explore, investigate, 

develop their personal interests and areas of curiosity, and help to make sense 

of the world around them as they begin to understand specific concepts. Play 

opportunities are also set up to provide children with opportunities to apply 

newly acquired knowledge, demonstrating their skills and level of 

understanding as well as shared sustained thinking. In providing these active 

learning opportunities through play we understand the central position of play 

within the EYFS framework.  

 

Inclusion and Special Educational Needs 

All children and their families are valued in our school. Children are treated as 

individuals and have equal access to all provision available. All children are 

encouraged to achieve their personal best and planning is adapted to meet 

the needs of all groups and abilities. Assessments take into account 

contributions from a range of perspectives to ensure that any child with 

potential special educational needs is identified at the earliest possible 

opportunity. Early identification of special needs is crucial to enable staff to 

support the development of each child. Concerns are always discussed with 

parents and carers at an early stage. 

 

Assessment 

Ongoing assessment is an integral part of the children’s learning and 

development. All staff who work with the children in Reception observe the 

children to help them make progress. We make systematic observations and 

assessments of the children’s achievements, interests and learning styles. These 

observations and assessments identify learning priorities for the children and 

help us to plan relevant and motivating learning experiences for them. We 

match our observations of the children to the age related Development 

Matters within the Early Years Foundation Stage. This summarises each child’s 

development and learning achievements by the end of their time in the Early 

Years Foundation Stage. 

We use 2simple’s Evidence Me to track each child within Early Years. On entry 

to the Reception class, our staff complete a statutory baseline assessment for 

each child as well as an initial assessment of the children against the age 

related Development Matters.  This enables us to determine each child’s 

developmental stage. This tracker is updated regularly and analysed half 

termly. At the end of Reception, the Reception teacher completes the Early 

Years Foundation Stage Profile saying whether children are working at 

expected levels, or emerging to these levels or exceeding these levels in the 
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seven areas of learning. At the end of Reception parents are given a written 

report with details of their child’s progress and of their characteristics of 

learning. We encourage parents and carers to contribute to their child’s 

assessment by sharing information about their child’s learning at home.  

 

Welfare 

It is important to us that all children in our school are ‘safe’. We aim to educate 

children on boundaries, rules and limits and to help them understand why they 

exist. We provide children with choices to help them develop this important life 

skill. Children should be allowed to take risks, but need to be taught how to 

recognise and avoid hazards. We aim to protect the physical and 

psychological well-being of all our children.  

 

At St Alban’s Catholic Primary School we understand that we are legally 

required to comply with certain welfare requirements as stated in the Statutory 

Framework for Early Years Foundation Stage 2021. We understand that we are 

required to:  

 

• Promote the welfare and safeguarding of children; 

 

• Promote good health, preventing the spread of infection and taking 

appropriate action when children are ill;  

 

• Manage behaviour effectively in a manner appropriate for the 

children’s stage of development and individual needs;  

 

• Ensure all adults who look after the children or who have unsupervised 

access to them are suitable to do so; 

 

• Ensure that the premises, furniture and equipment is safe and suitable for 

purpose;  

 

• Ensure that every child receives enjoyable and challenging learning and 

development experiences tailored to meet their needs;  

 

• Maintain records, policies and procedures required for safe efficient 

management of the setting and to meet the needs of the children. 

Parents 

We recognise that parents are children’s first and most enduring educators 

and we value the contribution they make. We recognise the role that parents 
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have played, and their future role, in educating the children. We do this 

through:  

 

• An information event for parents in the summer term before their child 

starts school where they receive information which highlights key 

information about home visits, uniform and school ethos.  These may be 

held virtually to comply with Covid restrictions. 

 

• Encouraging parents to talk to their child’s teacher if there are concerns.  

 

• Inviting parents to attend informal meetings providing information about 

what education in the Reception year looks like.  These may be held 

virtually to comply with Covid restrictions 

 

• Ensuring children have the opportunity to spend time with their teacher 

before starting school during taster sessions, Covid restrictions permitting.  

 

• There is a formal meeting for parents twice a year at which the teacher 

and the parent discuss the child’s progress with the teacher. Parents 

receive a report on their child’s attainment and progress at the end of 

each school year. Parents are also invited to review and discuss their 

child’s learning journal termly with the class teacher.  

 

• Organising a range of activities throughout the year that encourage 

collaboration between child, school and parents/carers: ‘Stay Play and  

Learn’ sessions, class assembly, sports day, class trips, Literacy workshops.  

These will be subject to Covid guidelines and restrictions. 

 

• Inviting parents/carers to make comments through ‘WOW’ slips which 

are celebrated and displayed within class.  

 

• Written contact through reading diaries and communication books.   

 

• Home visits. 

 

• Weekly homework and reading is given. 

 

• Encourage families to contribute to ‘My World’ books. 

 

• Parents are given the opportunity to share their skills and profession with 

the children.  
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Enabling Environment 

We aim to create an attractive and stimulating learning environment where 

children feel confident, secure and challenged. The children have daily 

access to an indoor and outdoor classroom environment that is set up with 

discrete areas of learning with planned continuous provision.  

 

Play based learning is paramount and children direct their own learning from 

carefully planned opportunities provided by staff. Staff will enhance play and 

extend as needed to further individual learning. 

 

Learning and Development 

Through careful assessments and observations, including information provided 

by parents and other settings, children’s development levels are assessed. The 

balance will shift towards a more equal focus on all areas of learning as 

children grow in confidence and ability within the three prime areas. However, 

if a child’s progress in any prime area gives cause for concern, staff will discuss 

this with the child’s parents and/or carers and agree how to support the child. 

Planned and guided children’s activities will reflect on the different ways that 

children learn. We support children in using the three characteristics of 

effective teaching and learning. These are:  

 

• Playing and Exploring - children investigate and experience things, and 

‘have a go’;  

• Active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they 

encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements; 

• Creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own 

ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing 

things.  

(Taken from statutory framework for the EYFS 2021)  

Religious Education 

 

 St Alban’s Catholic Primary School follow the Catholic scheme of work ‘Come 

and See’. 

 

Health and Safety 

• Each child is encouraged to bring a labelled water bottle to school and 

has access to this during the school day.  Water fountains are available 

in all playgrounds. 

 

• Children’s dietary needs are recorded and acted upon when required.  
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• Milk is available during the morning session (all children up to age five 

have the opportunity to have milk without parents needing to pay). 

 

• Rolling snack system is in place for children to have a health snack daily.  

 

• A first aider is accessible at all times and a record of accidents and 

injuries is kept in the Reception class as they have their own First aid 

folder. Adults in Reception are paediatric first aid trained. 

 

• Fire and emergency evacuation procedures are taught to the children 

early in September and further practise sessions take place throughout 

the school year. 

 

• A safeguarding policy is in place that includes information regarding 

how mobile phones and cameras are to be used and stored securely 

whilst children are in the setting. 

 

The Learning Environment 

The Reception classroom is organised to allow children to explore and learn 

securely and safely. There are areas where the children can be active as well 

as areas that they can or take things more quietly.  

 

The classroom covers all learning areas and children are able to find and 

locate equipment and resources independently.  

 

Reception has its own enclosed outdoor classroom area; this has a positive 

effect on the children’s development. Being outdoors offers opportunities for 

doing things in different ways and on different scales than when indoors. It 

offers the children the ability to explore, use their senses and be physically 

active and exuberant. We plan activities and resources for the children to 

access outdoors that help the children to develop in all areas of learning.  

 

 

Transition from Nursery to Reception 

During the summer term prior to a child’s entry into the Reception year, the 

following procedures have been put into place to ensure successful transition.  

Procedures may be subject to change due to Covid restrictions. 
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• Parents are invited to a meeting to ensure they know about school 

procedures and to express any concerns they may have about their 

child starting school. Individual meetings with the class teacher can be 

arranged if appropriate at this time.  

 

• The children are invited to a taster session in the summer term to their 

reception class.  

 

• Office staff make contact with all feeder settings. The Reception class 

teacher and Inclusion Manager review notes provided from settings and 

decide if a visit to meet the children in their setting is needed.  

 

• A child centred review is set up for children with SEND or with a 

statement/Education Care Plan and carried out in the summer term prior 

to the child starting school. 

 

• Home visits are organised for the first two weeks in the autumn term. The 

Reception class teacher along with a Teaching Assistant visits every child 

in their home. 

 

Transition from Reception Class to Key Stage 1  

During the final term in Reception, the EYFS Profile is completed for each child. 

The Profile provides parents and carers, staff and teachers with a well-rounded 

picture of a child’s knowledge, understanding and abilities, their progress 

against expected levels, and their readiness for Year 1.  

 

 

The Profile is compiled using on-going observations, all relevant records held 

by the setting, discussions with parents and carers, and any other adults whom 

the teacher, parent or carer judges can offer a useful contribution.  Each 

child’s level of development is assessed against the Early Learning Goals. The 

profile indicates whether children are meeting expected levels of 

development, or if they are exceeding expected levels, or not yet reaching 

expected levels (‘emerging’).  

 

Year 1 teachers are given a copy of the Profile report. The Reception and Year 

1 teacher meet in the summer term and discuss each child’s learning and 

development, paying close attention to the characteristics of effective 

learning. This helps to support Year 1 teachers with each child’s stage of 

development and learning needs and assists with the planning of activities in 

Year 1. A planned timetable is drawn up by the Early Years lead that plans for 
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team teaching, phonics, story swaps and circle times to be carried out in the 

summer term by the Reception and Year 1 teacher. 

 

A transition profile for children with additional needs or SEND will be completed 

in the summer term. This allows children who may need a longer transitional 

period the opportunity to build relationships with Year 1 staff. In their profile they 

share their likes, dislikes their strengths and what they feel they may need 

support with when they reach year 1. 

 

 

 

 


