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1st March 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope you are all keeping safe and well. 

I am writing with information about the wider opening of school on the 8th March.  

School will be running in a similar way to before the third lockdown with the safety of children and staff of 

paramount importance. 

In order to reduce congestion at the school gate and the possible spread of the virus we will be staggering 

start and end times. The length of the day cannot be reduced as this ensures children get the correct amount 

of teaching time to which they are entitled. 

In order for this to work, I will be relying on families to be punctual. If you arrive early, please wait away from 

the school gates to avoid the cross contamination of bubbles. 

 

 

 

 

 

Siblings may arrive at the oldest child’s time slot and can be collected at the oldest child’s time slot from their 

own classroom. Unless you have more than one child please do not arrive earlier than your allocated time as 

this will help ease congestion. Year 3 will be dismissed from the ‘quiet area’ and Reception will be dismissed 

from the double doors onto the infant playground.  

As per our risk assessment, all families will be asked on a daily basis whether anyone in the family have COVID-

19 symptoms before the children will be allowed access. Please remain with your child until this has been 

confirmed. 

Entry for dismissal continues via the pedestrian gate. All year groups, except Reception, need to follow the 

one-way system around the school. Reception parents/carers can collect Reception from the infant 

playground first and if they have children in other year groups they then access the one-way system.  You 

must ensure your children are with you at all times and that bubbles do not mix or cross. The playground 

equipment remains out of use. 

 

 

 

 

Year Group Start Time End Time Dismissed From 

Year 6 8.30 3.10 Classroom Door 

Year 5 8.30 3.10 Classroom Door 

Year 4 8.40 3.15 Classroom Door 

Year 3 8.40 3.15 The Quiet Area 

Year 2 8.50 3.20 Classroom Door 

Year 1 8.50 3.20 Classroom Door 

Reception 8.50 3.10 The Infant Playground 
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The one-way system needs to be followed and adhered to. There will be pressure points, e.g. outside the Year 

1 classroom as this is a narrower space, so in order to keep the pace and the flow I need you to collect your 

children and exit school immediately; please do not stop to chat with friends. Your children must be with you 

at all times. 

Please do not try to pass any messages to the class teachers; all messages are to be telephoned or emailed 

to the school office, this is to minimise cross contamination. Teachers have been asked not to engage in 

conversation as this will slow the flow and has a health implication (Reception staff may speak with Reception 

families if needed). 

There will be no late collection or drop off available at the school office, if you are late, you will need to wait 

until the last year group have entered or exited school. Breakfast and After School Club will only be available 

to those who book in advance as per the club policy and is available from the 8th March. 

Only one adult from each household/support bubble can bring and collect their child/children. Details of any 

support bubbles must be emailed to the school office. 

You must keep at least 2 metres away from other family groups. Year 6 may walk home independently. 

From Easter the summer uniform must be worn. If your children have outgrown their winter uniform they can 

wear their summer uniform from the 8th March – this needs to be in line with the school policy. Havering 

Schoolwear is open for Click and collect orders via the website or orders can be posted to home addresses. 

Children will continue to be in class/year group bubbles. Children will be encouraged to wash their hands 

regularly following good hand hygiene procedures as well as good respiratory hygiene (catch it, kill it, bin it). 

Can I ask that children bring in a box of tissues that can be kept on their desk and should you wish, you can 

send them with hand moisturiser as they will be washing their hands on a regular basis and possibly using 

hand sanitiser. 

On the day your child has PE they will need to come to school in their PE kit. Children may bring essentials 

such as lunch boxes, hats, coats, books and book bags. Children can take books home, although 

unnecessary sharing should be avoided and books will be quarantined upon their return to school. 

Havering Catering Services will be providing a hot lunch option on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays with a 

cold option on Tuesdays and Thursdays that can be purchased and ordered through sQuid. Children in 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 do not pay. Lunches will be eaten in the classroom, as bubbles cannot mix. 

Playtimes will be on a rota system and the playgrounds will have zones for specific bubbles to access. 

Parents and carers will not be permitted into the school buildings. If you need to communicate with the 

school, please do so by telephone or email. 

In order for this to work, I need parents and carers to take responsibility for the following: 

 Ensuring that pupils do not come into the school if they have COVID-19 symptoms, or have tested 

positive in the last 10 days; 

 Arranging for your child to be collected promptly from school if you are contacted because they are 

displaying COVID-19 symptoms; 
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 Parents and carers will need to strictly adhere to any new process that has been agreed for drop off 

and collection; 

 Gathering outside the school gates and otherwise coming onto the site without an appointment is not 

permitted; 

 Being punctual at the beginning and end of the day; 

 Face coverings must be worn by all adults when dropping off and collecting children (exemptions 

apply). 

 

It is essential that pupils do not come into the school if they have COVID-19 symptoms, or have tested positive 

in the last 10 days, as per the Stay at Home Guidance. Anyone developing Covid-19 symptoms during the 

school day will be sent home to self-isolate for at least 10 days, and should arrange to have a test to see if 

they have Covid-19. Other members of their household (including any siblings) should self-isolate for 10 days 

from when the symptomatic person first had symptoms. Please continue to report self-isolation, suspected 

and confirmed COVID-19 cases to 07801 297508. Please leave your name, your child’s name and a contact 

number if there is no immediate response. This number can be used for this purpose only up until 8pm in the 

week and between 10am and 4pm at weekends and school holidays. If your child needs to self-isolate work 

will be set on DB Primary. 

Celebration Assembly will continue to take place on a Friday afternoons via Zoom. Extracurricular activities, 

such as choir and football will not be taking place; however, this will be reviewed.  

As a school staff, we are aware that the majority of children will be excited about returning to school and 

being with their friends once more; however, there will be a small number that will be worried and a little 

anxious, we will working on wellbeing and offering pastoral care and support, as always. 

I would also like to say a huge well done to all of our families! Whatever your personal circumstances you 

have tried your best and I cannot have asked for anything else. We are nearly through theses strange times 

and if we can all just do what we are meant to in terms of following restrictions we will have a wonderful 

summer, please God. 

Thank you for your patience and support - I am sure you are as excited as I am to have the children back in 

school. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mrs Lisa Schaberg 

Head Teacher 


