
Symphony Assessment System – English – Writing      Bold = Performance Descriptors which are NON-NEGOTIABLE and, other than in exceptional circumstances, deemed essential for a pupil to be assessed at that step 
Bold and Underlined are essential but not end of KS performance descriptors 

Year Group  Year 2 (page 1 of 1)  TAFs in orange (WTS) red (EXS) green (GDS) 
Point  13 15 17 

Grade  2C 2B 2A 
Assessment 

Milestone 

TAFs covered 

in previous yrs Step 1 Step 2 Achieved Y2 
Composition: 

 

Planning, Drafting, 
Evaluating, Editing 

and Proof 
Reading 

 • Use simple, appropriate text features 

in a variety of written pieces for different 

purposes: narratives about personal 

experiences and those of others (real and 
fictional), poetry and writing about real events 

(Write sentences that are sequenced to form a 

short narrative real or fictional) 

• Uses the drafting process to gather ideas and 

key words drawn from reading 

 

• Produce a variety of written pieces for different 

purposes, attempting to maintain form when: 

writing narratives about personal experiences 

and those of others (real and fictional), writing 
about real events and writing poetry (Write 

simple, coherent narratives about personal 

experiences and those of others – real or 

fictional) 

(Write about real events, recording these simply 

and clearly) 

• Uses the drafting process to gather and write 

down ideas and key words drawn from reading  

• Produce a variety of written pieces for different purposes, maintaining form 

when: writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real 

and fictional), writing about real events and writing poetry (Write effectively and 

coherently for different purposes, drawing on their reading to inform the 
vocabulary and grammar of their writing) 

• Uses the drafting process to gather and write down ideas and key words, 

    including new vocabulary drawn from reading and discussion of text types 

•    Re-read own writing to check for meaning and the correct, consistent use of   

   tense, including verbs in the continuous/ progressive form (make simple  

   additions, revisions and proof reading corrections to their own writing) 

• Proof- read own writing to check for errors in spelling, punctuation and 

grammar 

• In discussion with the teacher and other pupils evaluate their writing for effective 

word choice, grammar and punctuation 
Composition:  

 

Applying 
Vocabulary, 

Grammar and 

Punctuation 

Demarcate 

some 
sentences with 

capital letters 
and full stops 

• Use full stops, capital letters and exclamation 

marks more consistently 

• Begin to use commas in lists 

• Use simple sentences and compound 

sentences joined by ‘and’ 

• Begin to use subordination to show time and 
reason e.g. when, because 

• Begin to use the past and present tense 

• Expand noun phrases to describe and specify 
(e.g, the blue butterfly)  

 

• Demarcate most sentences in their writing with 

capital letters and full stops. Use question marks 

correctly when required 

• Begins to experiment with apostrophes for 
contraction/possession 

• Use co-ordination e.g. or, and, but  

• Use sentences with different forms – statements, 

questions, exclamations and commands 

• Use past and present tense mostly correctly and  

consistently 

• Use adjectives to describe 

• Almost always accurately uses full stops, capital letters, exclamation marks and 

question marks 

• Use commas for lists  

• Use apostrophes for contracted forms and the possessive (singular) in nouns (e.g. 

the girl’s name)  

• Use some subordination e.g. when, if, that, because to join clauses 

• Use the present and past tenses correctly and consistently including the 

progressive form (e.g. she is drumming, he was shouting) 

• Use some features of written Standard English I was/they were/he was/you 

were/It was/we were 

• Use the punctuation taught at key stage one mostly correctly 
Transcription 

 
Spelling 

 

 • Some common exception words from Y2 list 

are spelt accurately 

• Segment spoken words into phonemes and 

represent these by graphemes, spelling some 

words correctly and making plausible 

attempts at others 

 

• Spell many common exception words from Y2 list  

• Segment spoken words into phonemes and 

represent these by graphemes, spelling many of 

these words correctly and making phonically 

plausible attempts at others 

• Spell some words with the contracted form 

 

• Most common exception words from Y2 list are spelt accurately 

• Phonological knowledge and skills, including grapheme-phoneme 

correspondences and segmenting words into phonemes are usually applied 

and demonstrated through accurate spelling of words where phonemes can 

be represented by 1 or more spellings, including common homophone and 

near homophones 

• Add suffixes to spell most words correctly in their writing e.g. ment, ness, ful, 

less, ly 

• Spell most words with the contracted form  

• Write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that include 

words using the GPCs, common exception words and punctuation taught so 

far 

• Distinguish between homophones and near homophones 
Transcription 

 
Handwriting 

 • Form lower case letters in the correct 

direction, starting and finishing in the right 

place 

• Form lower case letters of the correct size 

relative to one another in some of their writing 

• Use spacing between words 

• Form capital letters and digits of the correct 

size, orientation and relationship to one 

another and to lower-case letters. 

• Use spacing between words that reflects the 

size of the letters 

• Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join some letters  

End of Yr Mastery  All aspects of writing composition are embedded throughout longer pieces of writing for different purposes. Revisions in writing are often unprompted. In ambitious vocabulary there are 

only a few spelling errors and all aspects of handwriting are embedded 


