
whereas many of our 
children spend an 
acceptable amount of 
time online, some are 
reporting longer 
sessions, which may 
limit a good balance of 
activities. 

2.  Contact with other 
players. It is easier than 
ever to use games 
which let you ‘talk’ 

with players you may not 
have met. Some of our 
children report this 
experience. Guidance 
about good practice, 
including safe settings 
will help to keep our 
children safe. 

3. Most children report 
confidence in using their 
privacy settings on social 
media sites. We will 
follow this up and 
remind children of the 
age-appropriateness of 
the sites they may be 
visiting. 

4. ‘SHARENTING’ seems 
to be an issue of concern. 
See the article on page 2 

 

Online Safety Survey: Findings 

Online Safety Agreements 
Although these have 
now all been handed in, 
it’s good to remember 
what you and your child 
have agreed to. The 
agreements are different 
for Infant and Junior 
children. A good idea is 
to check your children 
remember who their  

 

three trusted adults are 
in school so they know 
who to speak to if they 
have a concern. The 
latest Junior  version 
includes a new rule on 
being ‘SMART’ with in-
app purchases - a 
growing concern within 
so-called ‘free’ apps. 

Online Safety Newsletter #2  
 You can find a copy 

of this newsletter in 
the Newsletters 
section of the School 
Website 

 If you have any 
queries about the 
content of this 
letter, please contact 
Mr. Hooton at the 
School. 

The latest ‘Digital Parenting’ magazine 
The School has put an order in for the latest version 
of Vodaphone Foundation’s DIGITAL PARENTING 
magazine. Articles include ‘A better Digital/Life 
Balance’ and ‘Ten Tech Tips to bring you together’. 
Keep a look-out for them when your child brings 
their copy home. If you cannot wait, or prefer reading 
online, then go to our School Website, and you will 
find a link under ‘Policies and Info > Online Safety. 

If you have visited our 

Computing Suite recently, you 

will have seen the results of 

our ‘INSTEAD’ campaign, 

launched on Internet Safety 

Day earlier this year. The 

children were asked to spend 

some time (either an hour or 

a day) doing a Non-Digital 

activity instead of a digital 

one. They were then asked 

how it made them feel and 

were challenged to make it a 

regular feature in their lives. 

They wrote about and 

illustrated their experiences. 

For some of our Year 6, this 

has meant giving up Social 

Media activities every 

Thursday evening. Although 

not all of them have 

maintained this, the ones that 

have, say they have really 

benefitted from the challenge. 

Maybe we could all think 

about doing something else 

‘INSTEAD’ once in a while! 

At the moment, we are 
studying the results of 
our Online Safety Survey 
announced in the 
previous edition of this 
newsletter. Although the 
full findings are yet to be 
released, some themes 
we will be addressing 
are:  

1. Length of time spent 
on online activities - 

Summer Term  2019 
S t  A l b a n ’ s  C a t h o l i c  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l  
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During the Summer, the School is undergoing a major upgrade of its I.T. infrastructure to future-

proof our systems. This has already included replacement wireless equipment and will also mean new 

servers to provide a faster and more reliable service for children and adults alike.  
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IT’S GOOD TO TALK! 

St Alban’s Online Safety Newsletter 2019 cont. 

Digital Leaders - a busy year! 
 

 

 

 

SHARENTING—A 

BACKDOOR DANGER! 

In our Online Safety Survey, 
many of our children report 

pictures and videos of 
themselves appearing on 

parents’ social media sites. 
This can be absolutely fine 
and a great way to share 
your family news with 

friends. However, if you do, 
please make sure you have 
secured your own privacy 
settings so only those who 
you wish to, can view these 

posts. 

Do you get lost in the  vast 
amount of advice on how to 
protect your child Online? Maybe 
you don’t know where to start or 
want to do something but have 
not found the time. Well,  an 
excellent place to get you up and 
running is the INTERNET 
MATTERS website. In the 
‘SETTING CONTROLS’ section, 
you just select the device from 
the simple menu system. 

Straightforward step-by-step guides 
then help you to give your child the 
right level of protection for their age. 
There are separate sections for 
smartphones, tablets, gaming consoles, 
PCs and Social Media. You can download 

and print these 
guides if you wish, 
or save them onto 
your devices for 
easy access. Internet matters also has 
great advice about talking with your child 
about different risks and dangers. Useful 
video for parents, and those to share 
with children, make your task so much 
easier. Please let the school know if you 
have found any advice on the site 
particularly useful. YOU CAN ACCESS 
INTERNET MATTERS VIA THE 
ONLINE SAFETY SECTION ON OUR 
SCHOOL’S WEBSITE 
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On page 3 of this 
newsletter, you’ll find 
some useful tips about 
how to start 
conversations and talk 
with your child about 
online safety issues. 
You might still need 
to find the right time, 
but maintaining an 
open dialogue with 
your child is a vital 
part of keeping them 
safe. Section 5 gives a 
good opportunity to 
talk about their 
trusted adults 
in school. 

Upgrade! 

Our Digital Leaders have 
been meeting throughout 
the year. Their main task 
has been to present 
Online Safety messages 
to the rest of the school. 
During Safer Internet 
Day, they presented an 
assembly to the whole 
school, getting across 
messages to keep our 
children safe. The theme 
was ’Together for a better 
Internet.’ They were also 
responsible for judging 
the ‘Instead’ activity (see 
separate article) which 
followed on from Safer 
Internet day. At present, 
they have been discussing 
some findings from our 
Online Safety Survey, 

and how we can design 
interesting activities and 
communicate with our 
children to make them more 
aware of how to stay safe 
online. 

The Digital Leaders have 
also been testing out new 
activities which we hope to 
bring in to the curriculum 
next academic year, 
including website design 
and coding. Mr Hooton 
would like to thank them 
for their dedication 
throughout the year.  

  Are you in Control? 
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