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Aims and objectives  
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The study of English develops children’s abilities to listen, speak, read and 
write for a wide range of purposes, so using language to learn and 

communicate ideas, views and feelings. It enables children to express 
themselves creatively and imaginatively, as they become enthusiastic 
and critical readers of stories, poetry and drama, as well as non-fiction 
and media texts. Children gain an understanding of how language 
works by looking at its patterns, structures and origins. Children use their 

knowledge, skills and understanding in speaking and writing across a 
range of different situations. 
 
The aims of English are: 

• to enable children to speak clearly and audibly in ways which take 

account of their listeners; 

• to encourage children to listen with concentration in order to be 

able to identify the main points of what they have heard; 

• to enable children to adapt their speech to a wide range of 

circumstances and demands; 

• to develop children’s abilities to reflect on their own and others’ 

contributions and the language used; 

• to enable children to evaluate their own and others’ contributions 

through a range of drama activities; 

• to develop confident, independent readers through an 

appropriate focus on word, sentence and text-level knowledge; 

• to encourage children to become enthusiastic and reflective 

readers through contact with challenging and lengthy texts; 

• to help children enjoy writing and recognise its value; 

• to enable children to write with accuracy and meaning in 

narrative and non-fiction; 

• to increase the children’s ability to use planning, drafting and 

editing to improve their work; 

• to encourage children to consider grammar and punctuation 

when writing and an understanding of its role and importance in 
writing; 

• Teaching and learning style. 

 
At St Alban’s Catholic Primary School, we use a variety of teaching and 

learning styles in English lessons. 
 
Our principle aim is to develop children’s knowledge, skills, and 
understanding in English.  
We do this through a daily English lesson which includes: whole-class 

teaching; discussions; group discussions; group work; partner talk; shared 
and independent reading. Within each lesson, there will also be a 
guided group that is working with the teacher to focus on their particular 
needs.   
 



 
 

‘Inspired by God’s love, we celebrate our gifts as we learn and grow together. 

St Alban pray for us.’ 

 

The children have the opportunity to experience a wide range of texts 
and use a range of resources such as dictionaries, thesauruses and 
phonic resources to support their work. Children and staff use Computing 

in English lessons where it enhances their learning, as in drafting their work 
and using multimedia to study how words and images are combined to 
convey meaning. Wherever possible we encourage children to use and 
apply their learning in other areas of the curriculum. Visualisers are used 
to demonstrate editing strategies and highlight good quality work.  
 

There are children of differing ability in all classes at St Alban’s Catholic 
Primary School. We recognise this fact and provide suitable learning 
opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the 
ability of the child. We achieve this through a range of strategies. In 
some lessons we do it through differentiated group work, while in other 

lessons we ask children to work from the same starting point before 
moving on to develop their own ideas. We use classroom assistants to 
support some children, enable work to be matched to the needs of 
individuals and indicate how and where this is happening clearly in 
planning. The Growth Mindset approach is used so children are able to 

challenge themselves. 
 
English curriculum planning  
 
English is a core subject and we use the National Curriculum as the basis 
for implementing the statutory requirements of the programme of study 

for English. 
 
We use an English Programme by Pearson called Wordsmith for our 
resources and planning guidance. This will be supplemented from other 
sources where necessary. We also use many cross curricular writing 

opportunities to enable a mastery curriculum approach. 
 
We carry out the curriculum planning in English in three phases (long-
term, medium-term and short-term).  
 

Our medium-term plans, which we also base on the curriculum 
framework, give details of the main teaching objectives for each term. 
These plans define what we teach and ensure an appropriate balance 
and distribution of work across each term.  
 
Class teachers complete a weekly (short-term) plan for the teaching of 

English. This lists the specific learning objectives for each lesson and gives 
details of how the lessons are to be taught. It also includes details of 
what each group of children will be learning. These plans are monitored 
by the English Subject Leader and by the Senior Leadership Team (SLT); 
the Subject Governor may also have access.  Copies of these plans are 

kept in each year group’s planning folders. The class teacher also keeps 
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individual plans, and the class teacher and SLT often discuss them on a 
formal and informal basis. 
 

Guided Reading 
 

What is Guided Reading?  
Guided Reading is the method used to teach individual children to 
become fluent in reading and comprehension skills of inference and 
deduction. Children are taught in small groups set according to 

ability. Guided Reading is principally the class teachers’ responsibility 
and must be planned and evaluated for all children by the class 
teacher. However, other trained adults (Teaching Assistants and 
Learning Support Assistants) can also teach guided reading sessions, 
with guidance from the class teacher. 

  
In EYFS and KS1 the teaching of Guided Reading is supported by the 
Rigby Star Guided Reading scheme and in KS2 the Literacy World 
Scheme. This does not however, preclude teachers from planning 
guided reading sessions around their own choice of text provided the 

texts chosen are matched to the reading levels of the children.  
 
A best practice model for Guided Reading would be one in which 
teachers choose to focus upon texts that match the text/genre being 
studied in the current English unit plan and are at a step higher to 
ensure challenge. 

 
Daily Guided Reading occurs outside of the main English session and 
lasts for approximately 20 minutes.  

 
Timetabling & Occupation of Rest of Class  

 
Each class will have a daily Guided Reading slot in their timetable. It is 
the teacher’s responsibility to draw up a ‘carousel’ type timetable 
that allows for 5 sessions across the week. Each child must have at 
least one Guided Reading session a week with the teacher, and 

additional sessions can be carried out by Teaching Assistants or 
independently, but the planning and assessment of progress for 
Guided Reading is the responsibility of the class teacher for all 
children.  
 
The carousel of activities should have literacy based tasks and groups 

should be structured from the following:  

• Guided reading with teacher;  

• Independent follow up work in reading folders following the 

guided reading session; 

• Choice activities including book corner, computer based texts and 

games; 

• Independent research possibly linked to other curriculum areas; 
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• Phonics work/spelling with class Teaching Assistant or further review 

& response to reading; 

• Other related reading activities or games;  

• Reading different genres, including newspapers, annuals, or group 

reading plays (independent work);  

• Book reviews; 

• Reading comprehension.  

 
Specific ground rules should be agreed and understood that enable 
adults leading guided sessions to do so without interruption. Quiet, 
calm and focused classrooms are most conducive to quality Guided 
Reading.  

 

Guided Reading Folders are used by all pupils from Year 1 to 6 in 
recording book reviews, comprehension tasks or follow up work to a 
guided reading session.  

 
Everyday Readers: For those children who are less fluent, or do not 

read regularly at home teachers may choose to hold a discrete 
reading session for 5-10 minutes during the day in which they hear 
children read and give developmental feedback and support to 
children on such skills as segmenting, blending, expression and 
intonation. This is purely an opportunity to hear children read and as 

such does not form part of the Guided Reading session.  
 
For fluent readers the focus of a Guided Reading session should be 
firmly upon challenging questions generated from the teacher plus 
opportunities for reflective independent study. 

 

All reading sessions should focus upon the key reading and 
comprehension skills of: 

• Vocabulary (higher level);  

• Retrieval; 

• Sequencing;  

• Inference; 

• Prediction. 

 
Adults should refer to question openers to help guide the children.  

 
 
 
 

The Foundation Stage 
We teach English in reception classes as an integral part of the school’s 

work. The format for the daily lesson is similar to that used in the rest of the 
school. As the reception class is part of the Early Years Foundation Stage 
of the National Curriculum, we relate the English aspects of the children’s 
work to the objectives set out in the Early Years Outcomes, which 
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underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five. All 
activities completed are based around a theme, which is focused on a 
particular text. These themes are changed every half term. 

 
We give all children the opportunity to talk and communicate in a 
widening range of situations, to respond to adults and to each other, to 
listen carefully, and to practise and extend their range of vocabulary 
and communication skills. The children have the opportunity to explore, 
enjoy, learn about, and use words and text in a range of situations. 

 
Contribution of English to teaching in other curriculum areas 
The skills that children develop in English are linked to, and applied in, 
every subject of our curriculum. Cross-curricular links to other subjects are 
indicated in each year groups planning. The children’s skills in reading, 

writing, speaking and listening enable them to communicate and 
express themselves in all areas of their work in school. 
 
Mathematics 
English contributes significantly to the teaching of mathematics in our 

school. Children in the Foundation Stage develop their understanding of 
number, pattern, geometry and space by talking about these areas with 
adults and other children. Children in Key Stage 1 read stories and 
rhymes that rely on counting and sequencing. Children in Key Stage 2 
are encouraged to read and interpret problems in order to identify the 
mathematics involved. They explain and present their work to others 

during plenary sessions and they communicate mathematically through 
the developing use of precise mathematical language. 
 
 
Computing 

The use of IT enables children to use and apply their developing skills in 
English in a variety of ways. Younger children use IT as a source of 
information and as a way of enabling them to present their completed 
work effectively. Older children use the Internet when searching for 
information about a different part of the world, or when using desktop 

publishing. Children use the planning and proofing tools in a word 
processor when checking their draft work. We encourage all children to 
use IT as a resource for learning, whenever they feel it is appropriate. We 
also offer children the opportunity to use digital cameras, iPads, flip 
video cameras or easy speak microphones for speaking and listening 
work. The school also has a green screen where drama and speaking 

and listening projects can be made. 
 
Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 
The teaching of English develops skills through which our children can 
give critical responses to the moral questions they meet in their work. 

Their understanding and appreciation of a range of texts brings them 
into contact with their own literary heritage and texts from other cultures. 
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The organisation of lessons allows children to work together and gives 
them the chance to discuss their ideas and results. 
 

Teaching English to children with special educational needs including 
more able children 
 
At our school, we teach English to all children, whatever their ability. 
English forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and 
balanced education to all children. Through our English teaching, we 

provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make progress. 
We do this by setting suitable learning challenges and responding to 
each child’s different needs. Assessment against the National Curriculum 
allows us to consider each child’s attainment and progress against 
national expectations. We use Symphony assessment system to monitor 

progress. 
 
When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child 
may have special educational needs. Our assessment process looks at a 
range of factors – classroom organisation, teaching materials, teaching 

style, and differentiation – so that we can take some additional or 
different action to enable the child to learn more effectively. This ensures 
that our teaching is matched to the child’s needs.  
 
We offer the more able children opportunities to attend workshops run in 
school, by the Local Authority and in other schools.  

 
Quality first teaching is at the centre of all lessons as St Alban’s Catholic 
Primary School and this is then built on through child specific interventions 
if needed.  
 

Intervention through ‘School Support’ will lead to the creation of a Pupil 
Passport for children with special educational needs. The Pupil Passport 
may include, as appropriate, specific targets relating to English. Pupils 
have access to intervention programmes within the classroom to help 
boost their learning and understanding. It is intended that these 

interventions will usually last approximately 6-8 weeks in order for the 
teacher to review their impact and adapt where necessary.  
 
We enable pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in 
learning English. Where children are to participate in activities outside the 
classroom, for example, a theatre trip, we carry out a risk assessment 

prior to the activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for 
all pupils. 
 
Teachers provide help with communication and literacy through: 

• using texts that children can read and understand; 

• using visual and written materials in different formats; 

• using IT, other technological aids and taped materials; 
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• using alternative communication, such as signs and symbols; 

• using scribes 

• using Makaton 

 

Assessment and Recording 
Teachers assess children’s work in English in three phases. The short-term 
(formative) assessments that teachers make as part of every lesson help 
teachers to adjust their daily plans. Teachers match these short-term 
assessments closely to the teaching objectives.  

 
Medium-term assessments are used to measure progress against the key 
objectives, and to help them plan for the next unit of work.  
  
Teachers make long-term assessments towards the end of the school 

year, and they use these to assess progress against school and national 
targets. With the help of these long-term assessments, teachers are able 
to set targets for the next school year and summarise the progress of 
each child before discussing it with the child’s parents and the teacher 
for the next academic year. The next teacher also uses these long-term 
assessments as the basis for planning work for the new school year.  

 
These long-term assessments for Reading are made using termly tests 
and teacher assessments. Children undertake the national tests at the 
end of Year 2 and Year 6, plus optional tests at the end of Years 3, 4 and 
5.  

 
Writing is assessed at the end of every half term when the children 
complete a Big Write where the children are able to free write from a 
stimulus in order for mastery to be assessed.  
 

Teachers also make annual assessments of children’s progress using the 
Symphony Assessment resource.  
 
The English subject leader keeps samples of children’s work in a portfolio. 
This demonstrates what the expected level of achievement is in English in 
each year of the school.  

 
Teachers meet regularly to review individual examples of work against 
the national exemplification material produced by the DfE; staff 
moderate these samples and invite LA advisors to evaluate these to 
ensure accuracy. Moderation also occurs with our cluster schools in the 

borough and deanery schools on a regular basis.  
 
Resources 
There are a range of resources to support the teaching of English across 
the school. All classrooms have dictionaries and a range of age-

appropriate small apparatus. Classrooms have a selection of fiction and 
non-fiction texts. Children have access to the Internet through their 
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classroom computer and iPads. Access to the Internet is also available in 
the computing suite and book corridor.  
 

The library contains a range of books to support children’s individual 
research. The school has also invested heavily in reading materials for 
each year group to support our guided reading sessions each day.  
 
Monitoring and review 
Monitoring of the standards of the children’s work and of the quality of 

teaching in English is the responsibility of the English subject leader. The 
work of the subject leader also involves supporting colleagues in the 
teaching of English, being informed about current developments in the 
subject, and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in 
the school. The subject leader gives the Head Teacher and Governors a 

termly summary report in which s/he evaluates the strengths and areas 
for development in the subject, and indicates areas for further 
improvement. The SLT reviews samples of the children’s work and 
undertake lesson observations of English teaching across the school. The 
named governor responsible for English meets with the subject leader in 

order to review progress, support and challenge, where appropriate. 
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