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At St Alban’s Catholic Primary School, we consider that it is vitally important that 

children have a secure understanding of the letter sounds and spelling system of 
English. Phonic skills need to be developed in a systematic, staged approach in 

order to help all children to ‘achieve their potential’. Teachers at St Alban’s 
implement exciting and interactive phonic sessions which engage all children in 
this area of learning. 

Phonics Bug: 
Part of the Bug Club family, Bug Club Phonics is one of the DfE’s approved 

phonics teaching programmes and aims to help all children in our school learn 
to read by the age of six in a fun and accessible way.  Following its own proven 
progression, the whole school programme matches the National Curriculum and 
Early Learning Goals. It uses well known characters from children’s television; 
interactive games and rewards to keep the children motivated.  
 

Reading Material:  
Bug Club Phonics texts include fiction, comics and non-fiction. The Bug Club 
range includes plays and poetry. Both series are rich in vocabulary and help to 
develop language comprehension through engaging contexts, characters and 
storylines. EBooks are also be given alongside school reading books where 

appropriate. Phonics Play is used as a teaching resource for interactive games. 

Bug Club Phonics decodable readers match the order in which grapheme-

phoneme correspondences are introduced in class, giving children the 
opportunity to practise their blending skills and to consolidate their knowledge. 
Each child is allocated the relevant eBook to match with the correct phonic 

phase.  The eBooks are invaluable in helping pupils to practise reading at home 
as they include a phoneme pronunciation guide to aid pupils’ blending skills. 

Assessment: 
Bug Club Phonics includes formative and summative assessments. The daily 
sessions include whole-class revision and new phoneme focus sections which 
identify those children who need immediate extra support during the 

subsequent guided independent work. Digital games are also provided to offer 
ample opportunities to assess pupils’ progress in a low-stakes, fun way. 
Summative assessments are included at the end of each unit and phase 
ensuring frequent and detailed feedback for teachers to act on. 
 

Differentiation: 
Bug Club Phonics is purposefully designed to keep all pupils together as much as 
possible. The Clackmannanshire research (which underpins the programme) 
showed that keeping the children together during the daily Phoneme Sessions 
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fostered a sense of social inclusion and boosted the performance of the 
children who were progressing more slowly. 

Bug Club Phonics is carefully mapped out to ensure teachers can cover the 

required curriculum before the Year 1 Phonics Screening Check. There are 
guidelines on how to pace the lessons and units within the teacher guides. 
Within each lesson, there are opportunities for independent work, where 
differentiated resources can be used, such as the differentiated Language 
Session worksheets (from unit 5 onwards) to ensure the work given to each pupil 

is demanding, challenging and builds their knowledge 

Phonics Screen Check:  
In the summer term, Year 1 children will take a Phonics Screening Check in 
which children will be expected to read 40 decodable ‘words’. This progress 
check identifies those children not at the expected level in reading – and these 
children will be re-checked in Year 2. 

 
Phase 6:  
Children who are secure at phase 5 can go onto phase 6, focusing on spelling. 
Sessions include direct teaching of spelling strategies, proofreading, high-
frequency words. This will be completed in spelling lessons and homework 

activities.  
 
Additional Support:  
If there is a need, pupils will be given extra support to help them improve 
reading skills and make progress. Support will also be provided for older pupils 

who may be experiencing difficulty in reading/writing because they have 
missed or misunderstood a crucial phase of systematic phonics teaching. One of 
the support programme we use for our intervention groups is THREP (The 
Havering Reading Enrichment Programme. We use this alongside other 
resources to support children in smaller groups.  


