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Inspired by God's love, we celebrate our gifts as we learn and grow together          St. Alban’s Catholic Primary School 

14th July 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope you are all keeping safe and well. 

I am writing with information about September and how the ‘new normal’ will look. You will have 

seen the government guidance that was released and after meeting with the Local Authority we 

are able to put in place a full return from the 8th September for Years 1 to 6. 

In order to reduce congestion at the school gate and the possible spread of the virus we will be 

staggering start and end times. The length of the day cannot be reduced as this ensures children 

get the correct amount of teaching time to which they are entitled. 

In order for this to work, I will be relying on families to be punctual. If you arrive early, please wait 

away from the school gates to avoid the cross contamination of bubbles. 

Class Start Time Collection Time Drop Off Point Collection Point 

Reception 9.15 3.35 Pedestrian Gate Infant Playground 

Year 1 8.30 2.50 Pedestrian Gate Infant Playground 

Year 2 8.50 3.10 Pedestrian Gate Infant Playground 

Year 3 9.00 3.20 Pedestrian Gate Junior Playground 

Year 4 9.10 3.30 Pedestrian Gate Junior Playground 

Year 5 8.40 3.00 Pedestrian Gate Junior Playground 

Year 6 8.20 2.40 Pedestrian Gate Junior Playground 

 

Younger siblings will enter with the oldest child and at home time the oldest child will go home with 

the youngest sibling. 

New Reception families will receive further information separately as they have a phased start to 

school. 

If this runs smoothly and families enter and leave on time, we may be able to have a shorter 

stagger time; this will be reviewed at the end of September. 

There will be no late collection or drop off available at the school office, if you are late, you will 

need to wait until the last year group have entered or exited school. Your children will wait on the 

relevant playground until collected. Breakfast and After School Club will only be available to those 

who book in advance. 

Only one adult from each household can bring and collect their child/children.  You must keep at 

least 2 metres away from other family groups. At present, Year 6 children need to be brought to 

school and collected by an adult. 
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As these are unprecedented times, winter uniform may be worn if you do not have summer uniform. 

Clothes should be cleaned in the usual manner; winter uniform is officially worn from the October 

half term. 

Children will be in class/year group bubbles, the classrooms will look different in as much as tables 

will be forward facing with children sitting side by side (Year 2 to Year 6). Children will be 

encouraged to wash their hands regularly following good hand hygiene procedures as well as 

good respiratory hygiene (catch it, kill it, bin it). 

Can I ask that children bring in a box of tissues that can be kept on their desk and should you wish, 

you can send them with hand moisturiser as they will be washing their hands on a regular basis and 

possibly using hand sanitiser. 

On the day your child has PE they will need to come to school in their PE kit. Children may bring 

essentials such as lunch boxes, hats, coats, books, book bags. Children can take books home, 

although unnecessary sharing should be avoided. 

Havering Catering Services will be providing a cold lunch option that can be purchased and 

ordered through sQuid. Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 do not pay. Lunches will be eaten 

in the classroom, as bubbles cannot mix. Playtimes will be on a rota system and the playgrounds will 

have zones for specific bubbles to access. 

Parents and carers will not be permitted into the school buildings. If you need to communicate with 

the school, please do so by telephone or email or by talking to a member of the Senior Leadership 

Team from a social distance at the entrances and exits.  

In order for this to work, I need parents and carers to take responsibility for the following: 

 Ensuring that pupils do not come into the school if they have COVID 19 symptoms, or have 

tested positive in the last 7 days; 

 Arranging for your child to be collected promptly from school if you are contacted because 

they are displaying COVID 19 symptoms; 

 Parents and carers will need to strictly adhere to any new process that has been agreed for 

drop off and collection; 

 Gathering outside the school gates and otherwise coming onto the site without an 

 appointment is not permitted; 

 Being punctual at the beginning and end of the day. 

 Pupil face coverings must be removed before the children come onto the site. 

 

Schools have been asked to advise parents and carers to limit the number of different wraparound 

providers they access, as far as possible. Where parents and carers use childcare providers or out of 

school activities for their children, families need to seek assurance that the providers are carefully 

considering their own protective measures, and only use those providers that can demonstrate this. 

School bubbles would ideally be in place at these providers. 
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The government’s aim is that we return to the school’s normal curriculum in all subjects by summer 

term 2021: Substantial modification to the curriculum may be needed at the start of the year, so 

teaching time should be prioritised to address significant gaps in pupils’ knowledge with the aim of 

returning to the school’s normal curriculum content by no later than summer term 2021. 

I attach the link to government guidance for parents: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-

years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-

carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term 

Whole school assemblies and coffee mornings will not be able to take place until  further notice and 

the school will need to think about how we can continue our traditions in a different way. 

Extracurricular activities, such as choir and football will not take place for at least the first half term; 

however, this will be reviewed. 

There will be more information to share with you over the coming days and I am sure you 

appreciate this takes time and care to plan properly, to make sure the school is as safe as possible 

for the children and staff, to reduce risks, and to provide the quality education that the children are 

entitled to. 

Thank you for your patience and support in these difficult times. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mrs Lisa Schaberg 

Head Teacher 
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