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Inspired by God's love, we celebrate our gifts as we learn and grow together          St. Alban’s Catholic Primary School 

12th June 2020 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

The Governing Body would like to again extend their best wishes to all of the St Alban’s School 

family, and trust that you are all keeping well and safe. 

In response to the Governing Body’s previous communication outlining the plan to meet today 

June 11th 2020 to re-assess the possibility of re-opening the school, we can now inform you of our 

decision and the reasoning behind the decision. 

Preparation & Planning: 

In between the two meetings, the school have worked extremely hard in outlining a detailed risk 

assessment and plan, to ensure the safety of staff and pupils should the school re-open to priority 

year groups. After the assessment, and based on pupil uptake from Reception, year 1, year 6, key 

worker pupil uptake, and the space within the school itself along with the requirement of social 

distancing the school have the capacity to ‘SAFELY’ operate a 2 day a week bubble program. This 

would be a ‘Non-curriculum’ program only, and be subject to change if certain circumstances 

differ, I.E if the Key Worker pupil uptake increased, it may result in a certain year group not being 

able to ‘SAFELY’ return due to a ‘Bubble’ discrepancy per group and risk of cross contamination. 

We must also stress that for the staff, they want nothing more than to have the pupils back at school 

and along with the pupils missing their friends and teachers, and they too are missing the pupils. 

Decision & Reasoning: 

Whilst the Governing Body fully understand the difficulty of the situation, and increasing pressure on 

those families that are returning to work, we have made the decision to remain closed to those 

‘Non-Keyworker’ pupils. This was decided after a lengthy discussion and was a decision made by 

governors given the evidence that is available to us.  

In Havering, there have been 719 Confirmed Cases of Covid-19, with other neighbouring boroughs 

reporting 501 cases in Barking & Dagenham, 344 cases in Thurrock and 763 cases in Redbridge. In 

our area, the R Rate as of June 8th (Study from PHE & Cambridge University) has actually increased 

to 0.94 which is uncomfortably close to 1, we must also remember that this data will be based on 

2/3 weeks prior to today’s date and the lag between the time period of the calculation and the 

releasing of the R-Rate remains. 

Given the above data that is available to us, along with the fact that new cases in the UK still 

remain above one thousand a day (whilst overall showing a downward trend), the decision was 

made to remain closed. 
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The Governing Body will again meet on June 24th 2020, to review the data and make a further 

decision, the school will remain open to those ‘Key-Worker’ pupils, but must stress that places are to 

be booked in, and cannot just turn up. 

The Governing Body have considered the need for families to have time to prepare and plan for 

themselves, given that more family members may be returning to work as the lockdown is eased 

further, and have therefore decided that IF at the next meeting the R-Rate has remained the same 

or increased the school we remain closed until at least September 2020 for Reception, Year 1 and 

Year 6 but remain open to ‘Key-Worker’ pupils during term time. 

We also would like to point out a couple of things that the Government have recently outlined in 

their daily briefings that are worth taking note of.  

1) As of midnight this Saturday June 13th, single parent families can join together with a multi-person 

household. So for example, a parent could leave their child with a grandparent or other family 

member if they are returning to work. We understand that this will not apply to everyone, but 

could help others whilst the school remains closed. 

2) The PM suggested that there could be a catch up program over the summer. As we stressed in 

the previous letter, the school will remain closed to ALL pupils over the summer holidays. 

Recap: 

 Governing Body have today made the decision to remain closed, and will again meet on June 

24th 2020 to review the data that will be available on that day and make a further decision. 

 IF the data shows that the R-Rate for our area remains at 0.94 or has increased the school will be 

closed to non key-worker pupils until at least September 2020 

 The school will continue to evaluate the uptake in the ‘Key-Worker’ pupil scheme, along with the 

current uptake of those in Reception, Year 1 & Year 6 as well as staffing levels, capacity within the 

school to keep a 2m social distance and plan for a re-opening on June 29th 2020 for Reception, 

Year 1 and Year 6 – depending on the R Rate 

 Current risk assessment and planning based on total pupil uptake only allows for the ‘SAFE’ 

opening of the school of 2 days a week per year group (excluding ‘Key-Worker’ pupils) 

 IF the school does re-open to pupils, it will be a ‘Non-Curriculum’ opening, no curriculum will be 

taught within the school for those returning 

 The school will remain closed over the Summer to ALL pupils 

 The Governing Body does not try to persuade, encourage or discourage you as Parents or Carers 

in making a decision, and only makes a decision based on facts and data 
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 A slight increase in pupil uptake across the three year groups from our last meeting, rising from 18% 

to 25%, there has also been an increase in the ‘Key-Worker’ pupil uptake which we would expect 

as more business’ re-open 

 This is an ever changing landscape, and decisions are not set in stone and are subject to change, 

we only make a decision based on the data available on the day of the meeting and do not pre-

empt changes within that data when making a decision 

We thank all those staff that remain working to ensure those pupils that are in school during this 

period are able to do so within a safe and secure environment. We would also like to thank parents 

and carers for their patience and understanding during what is a difficult and changing 

environment for everyone involved. 

Kind regards, 

The Governing Body 

 


