
Welcome
to the

Year 6 SATS meeting

Monday 8th May-Thursday 11th May



The Key Stage 2 Tests
• SATs take place nationally in the week commencing 8th May 2017.

• Statutory tests will be administered in the following subjects:
• Reading (60 minutes)

• Spelling (approximately 15 minutes)

• Punctuation, Vocabulary and Grammar (45 minutes)

• Mathematics
• - Paper 1: Arithmetic (30 minutes)

• - Paper 2: Reasoning (40 minutes)

• - Paper 3: Reasoning (40 minutes)

• All tests are externally marked.

• Writing will be ‘Teacher Assessed’ internally, as in recent years.



Assessment and Reporting

• ‘Old’ national curriculum levels (e.g. Level 3, 4, 5) were  
abolished in 2015

• From 2016, test scores were reported as ‘scaled scores’.
• This means it is very difficult to compare the 

assessment of a previous year with the current year.



Results

• In July each pupil will receive:
• A raw score (number of raw marks awarded).

• A scaled score in each tested subject.

• Confirmation of whether or not they attained the national 
standard.



Higher Attaining Children

• Previous Key Stage 2 tests were aimed at children achieving 
Levels 3-5 (with a national expectation to reach at least Level 
4)

• In the past, additional Level 6 tests were produced for 
children who demonstrated higher than expected attainment, 
above Level 5.

• There are no separate tests for the most able children.

• Instead, each test will have scope for higher attaining pupils 
to show their strengths to achieve a higher ‘scaled score.’



The SATs Timetable …



Monday 8th May
Key stage 2 English reading test, reading 
booklet and associated answer booklet.

The Reading Test consists of a single test paper with three unrelated 
reading texts.
• Children are given 60 minutes in total, which includes reading the texts 
and answering the questions.
• A total of 50 marks are available.
Questions are designed to assess the comprehension and understanding 
of a child’s reading.
• Some questions are multiple choice or selected response, others 
require short answers and some require an extended response or 
explanation.





Tuesday 9th May
Key stage 2 English grammar, punctuation and spelling tests: 
• Paper 1, short answer questions. 
• Paper 2, spelling.

• A Spelling test is administered containing 20 words, lasting approximately 
15 minutes.

• A separate test is given on Punctuation, Vocabulary and Grammar
• This test lasts for 45 minutes and requires short answer questions, 

including some multiple choice.
• Marks for these two tests are added together to give a total for Spelling, 

Punctuation and Grammar.
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Wednesday 10th May
Key stage 2 mathematics:
• Paper 1 arithmetic test. 
• Paper 2 reasoning test.

• Children will sit three tests: Paper 1, Paper 2 and Paper 3.
• Paper 1 is for ‘Arithmetic’ lasting for 30 minutes, covering calculation methods for all 
operations, including use of fractions, percentages and decimals.
• Questions gradually increase in difficulty. 
• Papers 2 and 3 cover ‘Problem Solving and Reasoning’, each lasting for 40 minutes.
• Pupils will still require calculation skills but will need to answer questions in context and 
decide what is required to find a solution.









Thursday 11th May

Key stage 2 mathematics, Paper 3, reasoning.

• Pupils will still require calculation skills but will need to answer 
questions in context and decide what is required to find a 
solution.



Writing
Working towards the expected standard

The pupil can write for a range of purposes and audiences:
• using paragraphs to organise ideas
• describing settings and characters
• using some cohesive devices* within and across sentences and 

paragraphs
• using different verb forms mostly accurately
• using co-ordinating and subordinating conjunctions
• using capital letters, full stops, question marks, exclamation marks, 

commas for lists and apostrophes for contraction mostly correctly
• spelling most words correctly* (years 3 and 4)
• spelling some words correctly* (years 5 and 6)
• producing legible joined handwriting. 



Writing
Working at the expected standard 

The pupil can write for a range of purposes and audiences (including writing a short story): 

• creating atmosphere, and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action

• selecting vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect the level of formality required mostly 
correctly

• using a range of cohesive devices*, including adverbials, within and across sentences and 
paragraphs

• using passive and modal verbs mostly appropriately

• using a wide range of clause structures, sometimes varying their position within the sentence

• using adverbs, preposition phrases and expanded noun phrases effectively to add detail, 
qualification and precision

• using inverted commas, commas for clarity, and punctuation for parenthesis mostly correctly, and 
making some correct use of semi-colons, dashes, colons and hyphens

• spelling most words correctly* (years 5 and 6)

• maintaining legibility, fluency and speed in handwriting through choosing whether or not to join 
specific letters. 



Writing
Working at greater depth within the expected standard 

The pupil can write for a range of purposes and audiences:

• managing shifts between levels of formality through selecting 
vocabulary precisely and by manipulating grammatical structures

• selecting verb forms for meaning and effect

• using the full range of punctuation taught at key stage 2, including 
colons and semi-colons to mark the boundary between independent 
clauses, mostly correctly. 

• [No additional requirements for spelling or handwriting.] 



First and foremost, support and reassure your child that there is nothing to worry about 
and they should always just try their best. Praise and encourage!
• Ensure your child has the best possible attendance at school.
• Support your child with any homework tasks.
• Reading, spelling and arithmetic (e.g. times tables) are always good to practise.
• Talk to your child about what they have learnt at school and what book(s) they are 
reading (the character, the plot, their opinion).
• Make sure your child has a good sleep and healthy breakfast every morning!

SATs breakfast in school - all children invited and expected to attend. It helps build team 
spirit and positivity too. They normally get a personal invite from Mrs Schaberg.

How can I help my child?



Any Questions?


