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Home learning Policy 
 

Main Statement 
At St Alban’s we strive to maintain the caring and enabling environment 
of the homes from which we take our children.  The school upholds and 
supports the position of “parents as the primary educators of their 
children” as stated in the documents of the Second Vatican Council.  
The expertise of the dedicated staff and the provision of appropriate 
resources enable the school to further extend the children’s education in 
a wider range of academic and social situations than home alone can 
provide.  A partnership is therefore forged between the family and the 
home in the education of the children at St Alban’s School as we all 
strive to provide the very best opportunities for the children under our 
care. 
 
Home learning provides one of the support mechanisms for our children 
that enables home and school to work together collaboratively to 
enable our children to continue to develop as individuals.  It particularly 
supports children’s ability to take greater responsibility for their own work 
and at key stage two provides an invaluable introduction to more 
extensive home learning requirements of secondary education.  The 
school values the position home learning takes in the ongoing 
development of the children’s study skills.  It shares the view of parents 
and children that home learning is “a valuable and essential part of 
school work” and that “when used properly, it extends the challenge 
open to pupils and ensures that teaching time is used to maximum 
effect”. (Homework in Primary and Secondary Schools, HMSO, London) 
 
Parents and carers express their support for the schools home learning 
policy within the Home School Agreement. – “Encourage my child with 
their home learning and reinforce the need for care and pride in their 
work”.  Pupils give similar support in the same document. – “Always do 
my best and take pride in my learning at home and in school”. 
 
The school supports the view that “pupils in the highest achieving schools 
spent more time on learning activities at home than pupils in other 
schools”.  (Homework guidelines fro Primary and Secondary schools, DfE.)   
As a school we value all home-based learning activities very highly.  
Children, with the support of their parents and carers, have more 
opportunities now than ever before to participate in valuable and 
fulfilling activities out of school time that help them develop 
academically, physically and spiritually.  These are to be encouraged 
whole-heartedly.  Home-based learning provides opportunities for 
children to revise, revisit and extend knowledge, skills, concepts and 
understanding of their class work in an environment where they have a 
level of responsibility for the work other than in school. 
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Introduction 
Home learning is anything that children do outside the normal school 
day that contributes to their learning in response to guidance from the 
school. Home learning encompasses a whole variety of activities 
instigated by teachers and parents and carers to support children’s 
learning. For example, a parent who spends time reading a story to their 
child before bedtime is helping with home learning. 
 
Rationale for home learning 
Home learning is a very important part of a child’s education and can 
add much to a child’s development. The government made clear its 
commitment to homework in the White Paper, ‘Excellence in Schools’, 
where homework was seen as ‘an essential part of good education’. We 
recognise that the time and resources available limit the educational 
experience that any school by itself can provide; children benefit greatly 
therefore from the mutual support of parents, carers and teachers in 
encouraging them to learn both at home and at school. Indeed we see 
home learning as an important way of establishing a successful dialogue 
between teachers, parents and carers. One of the aims of our school is 
for children to develop as independent learners. We believe that home 
learning is one of the main ways in which children can acquire the skill of 
independent learning.  
 
Home learning plays a positive role in raising a child’s level of attainment. 
We also acknowledge the important role of play and free time in a 
child’s growth and development. While home learning is important, it 
should not prevent children from taking part in the wide range of out-of-
school clubs and organisations that play an important part in the lives of 
many children. We are well aware that children spend more time at 
home than at school, and we believe they develop their skills, interests 
and talents to the full only when parents and carers encourage them to 
make maximum use of the experiences and opportunities that are 
available outside of school.  
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Aims and objectives 
The aims and objectives of home learning are: 
 

 To enable pupils to make maximum progress in their academic 
and social development; 

 To help pupils develop the skills of an independent learner; 
 To promote a partnership between home and school in supporting 

each child’s learning; 
 To enable all aspects of the curriculum to be covered in sufficient 

depth; 
 To provide educational experiences not possible in school; 
 To consolidate and reinforce learning carried out in school and to 

allow children to practice skills taught in lessons; 
 To help children develop good learning habits for the future. 

 
When will home learning be set 
Each class teacher will provide specific guidance regarding the home 
learning for that year group. This home learning period has been chosen 
as it provides opportunities during the week and over the weekend for 
children to work with the support of their parents and carers.  It also 
makes certain resources, most notably the library, more accessible. 

Unless there is a specific project, home learning will not be set to be 
completed over a holiday period.  However, SATs revision work in English, 
mathematics and science may be sent home for year 6 children for 
completion during the Easter Holiday preceding SATs. Reading is still 
expected to take place for all year groups on a daily basis. Please note 
that additional work may be set if a learning need has been identified 
and is down to the teacher’s discretion. 

 
Types of homework 
We set a variety of home learning activities. In the Early Years and at Key 
Stage 1 we encourage the children to read by giving them books to 
take home to read with their parents and carers. We give guidance 
information to parents to help them achieve the maximum benefit from 
this time spent reading with their child. We also ask Key Stage 1 children 
to learn spellings or mathematical tables as part of their home learning 
and to complete comprehension activities. Sometimes we ask children 
to talk about a topic at home prior to studying it in school. For example, 
in the history topic on toys, we ask children to find out what toys were 
popular when their grandparents were young and, if possible, to bring 
examples into school to show the other children. Sometimes we ask 
children to find and collect things that we then use in science lessons, 
and occasionally we ask children to take home work that they have 
started in school when we believe that they would benefit from spending 
further time on it. When we ask children to study a topic or to research a 
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particular subject, we encourage them to use the school, local library 
and the Internet. 
 
At Key Stage 2 we continue to give children the sort of home learning 
activities (outlined in the 1st paragraph Types of home learning) but we 
expect them to do more tasks independently. We set English and 
mathematics home learning routinely each week and we expect the 
children to consolidate and reinforce learning carried out in school 
through practice at home. We also set home learning as a means of 
helping the children to revise for examinations as well as to ensure that 
prior learning has been understood.  
 
Amount of homework  
We increase the amount of homework that we give the children as they 
move through the school. We expect Early Years and Key Stage 1 
children to spend approximately one hour a week doing home learning, 
as well as reading with a parent. We expect children in years 3 and 4 to 
spend approximately 15 to 20 minutes per night on home learning plus 
ten minutes reading time and children in years 5 and 6 to spend 
approximately 30 minutes per night in addition to reading and mental 
mathematics work.  We give all the children a school diary where they or 
the teacher or teaching assistant (TA) records the home learning, and 
where parents, carers and teachers make any relevant comments. 
 
Pupils with special educational needs 
We set home learning for all children as a normal part of school life. We 
ensure that all tasks set are appropriate to the ability of the child. If a 
child has special needs, we endeavour to adapt any task set so that all 
children can contribute in a positive way. When setting home learning to 
pupils who are named on the register of special needs, we refer to the 
child’s pupil passport or Education and Health Care Plan. 
 
The role of parents and carers 
Parents and carers have a vital role to play in their child’s education, 
and home learning is an important part of this process. We ask parents to 
encourage their child to complete the home learning tasks that are set. 
We invite them to help their children as they feel necessary and provide 
them with the sort of environment that allows children to do their best. 
Parents and carers can support their child by providing a good working 
space at home, by enabling their child to visit the library regularly, and 
by discussing the work that their child is undertaking. 
 
We ask parents to check the home school diary at least once a week 
and to sign it as requested. Parents and carers must sign and date 
reading diaries every time they have listened to their child read. 
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If parents or carers have any problems or questions about home 
learning, they should, in the first instance, contact the child’s class 
teacher. If their questions are of a more general nature, they should 
contact the head teacher. Finally, if they wish to make a complaint 
about the school home learning policy or the way it is implemented; 
parents and carers should contact the governing body. 
 
Please ensure that your child is completing and handing in homework as 
expected; if children do not complete or hand in their homework at the 
expected time there may be a consequence and you may be notified if 
this is a regular occurrence. 
 
Monitoring and review 
It is the responsibility of our governing body to agree and then monitor 
the school home learning policy. This is done by the committee of the 
governing body that deals with curriculum issues. Our governing body 
pays careful consideration to any concern that is raised by OFSTED 
inspections or by any parent. Our governing body may, at any time, 
request from our head teacher a report on the way home learning is 
organised in our school. 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed …………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
Date Agreed ……………………………………….. 
 
To be reviewed March 2018 


